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Illustrated Classics From India 


Over 86 million copies of over 400 titles sold worldwide! 


Amar Chitra Katha is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian 
mythology, history, folktale and legend through the fascinating medium of comics. Over 
430 stories from all over India have been told in this series that has been endorsed by 
educationists and recommended by teachers the world over. 


Through a masterful blend of commentary, dialogue and illustration, Amar Chitra Katha 
presents complex historical facts and intricate mythology in a format that would appeal 
to children. They not only entertain, but also provide a fitting introduction to the cultural 
heritage of India. In a country so vast and varied, the series also serves as a medium 
for national integration, by introducing young readers to the rich cultural diversity of 
the country and highlighting the achievements of local heroes. 


Amar Chitra Katha comics are like family heirlooms, passed down from generation to 
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TO THE THRONE, 
WHAT WILL. BECOME 
| OF LIS WHEN OUR 

| KIN6 DIES? 
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HIS AMBITIOUS DIWAN, HOWEVER , 

WAS HAPPY. г ] 8 
1 · AS LONG AS THERE 
IS NO HEIR TO THE 


BLESSED WITH А | 


SON. , THRONE, WHEN 
27 YES, A SON ۸۸۲۲۸ 
AS PIOUS AND DIES HIS 


GENEROUS 
AS HE 15! 4 


KINGDOM WILL 
CERTAINLY 
BE MINE. 


| ONE DAY AS RAVASHEKHARA AND HIS 2) 94 C7 7 NOU ARE. RIGHT, МУ 
QUEEN SAT TALKING — грру- | QUEEN. LET US 
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LORD SHIVA = - 
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| MEANWHILE, Fag 
| WAY, THE EVIL 
MAHISHASLURR 
| PERFORMED 
SEVERE PENANCES 
TO OBTAIN A 
BOON FROM 
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YOU HAVE PLEASED 
WHAT BOON 
DO YOU SEEK? 


МЕ MAHISHASURA. 
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AT LAS 


QUICK WITH HIS REQUEST, 


MAHISHASURA WAS 


LET MY DEATH 
NOT BE CALISED 
BY АМУ MAN ON 
THIS EARTH. 


AND BRAHMA 
DISAPPEARED 


| HA! NOW | AM THE 


MOST POWERFUL 


ONE ON EARTH. ` 


x ENIBOLDENED BY THE BOON, MAHISHASURA BEGAN HARASSING ALL ON EARTH. 
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AS SOON AS THE WOMAN APPEARED BEFORE DEVI! О TO EARTH 


| x AND DESTROY 
E THE EVIL 


| a ZZ SR ~ MAHISHASURA. / 


МЕ.‏ تو 
WILL CALL‏ >= 


| HER 
CHANDIKA 


LAUGHING ALL THE WHILE, CHANDIKA WHO 15 THAT 
| DEV! DESCENDED ОМ EARTH.THE WHOLE SENSELESS 
WORLD SHOOK ۷ WOMAN 2 GO 
— — | на BRING HER. 


BUT CHANDIKA DEVI VANQUISHED THEM) IN 


22 


< TI 
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TAKE THE WHOLE ARMY 
IF NECESSARY; BUT 
BRING HER HERE! 


| HOWEVER , THE ARMY WAS NO 
MATCH EITHER FOR CHANDIKA 
DEVI. IT WAS SOON | і 
ROUTED а | 


ТНАТ 
МОМАМ 
HAS СОМЕ 
TOO FAR. 

| SHALL 
DESTROY 
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| MAHISHASURA WAS MAD WITH ANGER 
| CHANDIKA DEVI FIERCELY ...| 


ВИТ HE ‚ТОО, WAS NO MATCH FOR. HER 
AND WAS SOON SLAIN. 
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| HER MISSION ACCOMPLISHED, 
| CHANDIKA DEVI ASCENDED TO HEAVEN. | 


ТО PROPITIATE LORD BRAHMA. HE 
| APPERRED BEFORE HER. | 


MAHISHI! WHAT 
DO YOU 
_ DESIRE? 


MAHISHI UNDERTOOK A DEEP PENANCE 


THAT | SHOULD 
NOT MEET MY 
DEATH AT THE 
/ HANDS OF EITHER 
711 VISHNU OR SHIVA! 


WHEN MAHISH/, THE WIFE ОҒ 


| THE DEVAS 
A LESSON.IT 
WAS THEY 
WHO INVOKED 
THE. DEVI. 


BRAHMA GRANTED HER THE 
| BOON AND VANISHED. 


MAHISHI BEGAN | ТО WHOM WILL YOU TURN NOW? 
TAUNTING THE | SHIVA AND VISHNU ARE 

| DEVAS. р POWERLESS \ 

| ` AGAINST ME. . 


WE MUST CREATE | WHO WILL REAR. 
A ФОМ WHO _ THE BABY? 
WILL DESTROY АДАЙ > 
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MY DEVOTEES – | | WILL TAKE 
RAJASHEKHARA | HIM THERE! | 
AND HIS QUEEN . | 2 
THEY LONG FOR ` 

A CHILD. 


| WILL. TIE THIS GOLD 
BELL AROUND HIS 
NECK BEFORE | TAKE , 
HIM TO EARTH. / 


AFTER A TIRING DAY WAILE THE METY 


RELAXED ON THE BANKS го | | ۴ 2 
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_ DON'T CRY! 


A BABYS 
CRY? HERE? 
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WHAT SHOLILD Ц WHILE HE DEBATED WITH HIMSELF A 
| DO? SHOULD | | BRAHMAN SUDDENLY APPEARED BEFORE 
| TAKE HIVY HOME 2 1| | 
OR SHOULD! | | ገፆ | / DO NOT 
са LEAVE HIM / ክነ /7 1 ያ HESITATE, 
EN. HERES ' | | ||/ /// О KIN6. TAKE 
SRI CUN | [^ HIM HOME, 


YOU WILL KNOW | THEN WHEN THE BRAHMAN WAS 
WHEN НЕ IS ABOUT TO LEAVE— 
TWELVE YEARS | 


ET, 
WAIT! WHAT | CALL HIM MANIKANTHAN, 
SHALL | AFTER THE GOLD 
CALL HIM? - BELL WHICH HANGS 
^ SN. ROUND HIS NECK. 


RAVASHEKHARA TOOK MANIKAN THAN 
HOME ТО HIS QUEEN. ረጭ; س‎ 


A CHILD AT LAST! 
HOW HAPPY 


BUT RAJASHEKHAKA'S DIWAN DIDNT . 
THINK SO. ` ND s 


THE ACCURSED 
^5 CHILD! IT 
HAS UPSET ALL J 
| МУ PLANS. | 
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| HE WAS PLACED UNDER. THE GUIDANCE 
OF AN EXCELLENT GURU AND SOON 
MASTERED ALL THERE WAS TO LEARN. 
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ВУ THE TIME MANIKANTHAN’S STUDIES THEN THE GURU BROUGHT HIS BLIND 

| WERE OVER, THE GURU KNEW THAT HE WAS | | AND MUTE SON BEFORE MANIKANTHAN. 

А DIVINE dx | | = : = - 
SIR, PLEASE ACCEPT MY GURU- 


tu МАМКАМТНАМ, 
DAKSHINA: 


PLEASE RESTORE 
= =z \\ | | Но SIGHT AND 
f FROM YOU ` || | | SPEECH. 
I WANT [1 
COMPASSION. 
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FATHER ! | HAVE BEEN / 
ОМЕМ А NEW 
LIFE! 


AFTER THIS FIRST MIRACLE MANIKANTHAN PERFORMED MANY | 
MORE. THE NEWS SPREAD. * цай £1 
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* THE TRADITIONAL TRIBUTE GIVEN BY A DISCIPLE TO HIS TEACHER 


607 REALLY WORRIED. 


| MUST GET 

RID OF THE 

BOY SOME- 
| HOW. 


| THE DIWAN WAS JUBILANT. 


НИЖИ THE THRONE 
ШИ? SHALL YET 


AND THEN THE UNFORESEEN HAPPENED. 
THE QUEEN GAVE BIRTH ТО A SON. | 


ےھت ت ا me cum‏ 
sac 18‏ سم 


ALAS! WHY WERE 
YOU NOT BORN 
EARLIER 2 NOW YOU 
WILL NEVER 
BECOME KINO. 
UNLESS... 


TER HE WENT TO THE 


ГІП TI MANIKANTHAN WILL 

| m SOON BE TWELVE 
YEARS OLD.HE WILL 
THEN BE CROWNED 
HEIR APPARENT. 


WITH THAT, YOUR `Х WHAT CAN = | WILL YOU DO . 
OWN SON WILL | | Do? | | AS | TELL vou? 
LOSE ALL СНАМСЕ5 | RM “| | FOR THE SAKE 
OF EVER BECOMING | HELPLESS. 24 | OF YOUR 

. THE RULER. E = | OWN SON? 


| WILL . FOR MY 
SON ! WILL DO 
ANYTHING. 
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THEN PRETEND| | 7HE DIWAN THEN WENT ТО THE 


TO НАУЕА | | COURT PHYSICIAN. 
SEVERE | - 
HEADACHE.| | DO AS І TELL 

LEAVE THE YOU AND YOU 
REST TO ME. WILL. BE WELL 

REWARDED. 
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THE QUEEN HAS А 
SEVERE HEADACHE. 
YOU WILL PRESCRIBE 
TIGRESS’S MILK. AS 
THE ONLY REMEDY. 
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САМЕ TO THE || || || HAS ASKED vou то | 
PHYSICIAN. | || || EXAMINE HER IMMEDIATELY. / 
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AFTER THE |/#ያ/' WHAT 15 THE ነ 

PHYSICIAN ||) QUICKEST АД ONLY REMEDY FOR V 
| HAD REMEDY ኛ| CAN- ЖЕ THIS AILMENT iS 81 
EXAMINED |) NOT BEAR TO Ср TIGRESS’S MILK. 4 
THE ^A SEE му QUEEN МЯ Же” 
QUEEN — IN IN PAIN. ? (бо 


m 
й 


TIGRESS’S MILK? 
BUT HOW ARE 
WE ТО GET IT 2 4 
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THE KING THOUOHT ABOUT /7 FOR A WHILE AND 
y^ |ТНЕМ SENT FOR HIS DIWAN. e: 
(Т SEND AS MANY МЕМ AS POSSIBLE | 5 
INTO THE FOREST IN SEARCH OF /& | 
EA TIGRESS’S MILK . THE ONE WHO A R 


_ BRINGS IT SHALL 
HAVE HALF MY , 


` WE SAW A 
NLIMBER OF 
TIGERS. BUT... 


THEN , EXACTLY / 45 THE WICKED DIWAN | 


HAD FORESEE: 


| NO! YOU ARE 
\ TOO YOUNG. 


BUT MANIKANTHAN 
PERSISTED AND 

| 7 
HAD TO YIELD. 


MANIKANTHAN |I 
СЕТ OUT А 
FOR THE 

FOREST. 
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MANIKANTHAN , 


/ HOW CAN ! “ОМ ነ 
ЖІ LET YOU СО ўш 


5 С ON SUCH A | 
DANGEROUS ДБ ДЕ 
111171) VENTURE. 2 ЖБ 


AS НЕ WANDERED DEEPER AND DEEPER. INTO IT НЕ CAME TO THE DOMAIN OF 
MAHISHI, WHO LIVED IN THAT FOREST. | 


WHO 15 THIS CREATURE 
| WHO DARES TO TRESPASS 
| ON OUR FOREST? | MUST 
f . TELL МУ MISTRESS. 


HOW РАКЕ НЕ, 
| | WITHOUT MY 
| THERE 15 А PERMISSION! 
BOY ROAMING | | | PLL DESTROY , 
| IM OUR А | | 
FORESTS. 


МАНЫ! WENT 
uP TO 

MANIKAN THAN 
AND. ATTACKED | 


COME , манісні. 7, 
МУ ۷ | 


A FIERCE BATTLE ENSUED. 
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AS MANIKANTHAN CONTINUED HIS ‚| THE DEVAS WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED 
SEARCH FOR А TIGRESS, INDRA , KING INDRA ALSO TURNED THEMSELVES 
OF THE DEVAS, APPEARED BEFORE HM. | - ሙ፦ — 
ду ፡ : < ም / WE WILL | 

: // | SHALL TAKE THE ነ SEAI: (? FOLLOW YOU 
ШИ FORM OF A TIGRESS ነ 

AND COME WITH YOU 

INTO THE CITY A9 . 

|. YOUR MOUNT. 


AS MANIKAINTHAN RODE INTO THE CITY ON Мо TERRIFYING MOUNT FOLLOWED | 
ВУ AN EQUALLY TERRIFYING RETINUE— | . ec de вина] 


| THE KING, WHO RUSHED OUT TO 
SEE THIS UNUSUAL SIGHT, WAS 
STUNNED. зината 


ONE OF THE CITIZENS RAN ТО 
RAVASHEKHARA, —— 


MANIK.AIN THAN 


нае 3 
RETURNED... MANIKANTHAN 
WITH A IS TWELVE 

HORDE OF TODAY. TODAY 


| WILL KNOW У ай 
WHO HE 15. Й 77775 


| JUST THEN НЕ HEARD 
А DIVINE VOICE. 


` RAUASHEKHARA RAN FORWARD AND FELL AT 


MANIKANTHAN 
15 NONE 
BUT GOD 
HIMSELF. 
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SEND THE 
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AWAY, 
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MY PEOPLE ARE 
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STRICKEN. mm aim 
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MANIKANTHAN SMILED, AND 
TIGRESSES VANISHED. 


| MY SUSPICIONS 
WERE CONFIRMED 


WHEN | 
AS ФООМ AS YOU OVERHEARD 
LEFT, THE ОЦЕЕІЧ А CONVER- 
RECOVERED. SATION 
| BECAME BETWEEN 


SUSPICIOUS. 


HER AND 
MY DIWAN. 
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THEM FOR DEEE dr | | MUST 
THIS. LEAVE 
THIS 
WORLD. 
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LORD, А LAST REQUEST. | AM PLEASED. YOU MAY OBSERVE 
SHOW ME THE PLACE IN BUILD IT THE PATH OF THE 
MY KINODOM WHERE / WHERE THIS ARROW. 

| MAY BUILD A TEMPLE  / ARROW | SHOOT | | 

FOR YOU. : 


| THE ARROW FELL AT THE SUMMIT OF THE SHABARI HILLS. _ 


MANIKAN THAN VANISHED AND THE 
| KING BEGAN HIS TREK TO THE 
MOUNTAIN TOP. | | 


НОН... 


IMPOSSIBLE. 


LET THERE 
BE JLIST 
EIGHTEEN 

STEPS LEADING 
TO THE TEMPLE 
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HOW WILL 
| EVER 
ACHIEVE 


AT LAST RAJASHEKHARA REACHED THE 


TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN. 
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WILL | FIND 
A BEFITTING J 
роі NOW? f 


THROUGH THE LORD’S 

GRACE IT HAS RISEN – 
NOBLE AND 
IMPOSING. 


LORD VISHNU DIVINED THE 
KING’S ANXIETY. НЕ SENT 


| FOR FARASHURAMA, 


OO DOWN TO EARTH 
AS А STONE-CARVER. 


В) | AND HELP RAJASHEKHARA 


INSTALL THE IDOL. 


ВЕ ABLE TO | 
HELP. 


YOU TAKE ያ 
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UP THE CHALLENGING: 


TASK. 
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KING’S COURT-— 


ЭТ THE 


YOU ARE МО ) ORDINARY SCULPTOR . TELL 
` ME THE TRUTH.WHO ARE YOU 


| АМ PARASHURAMMA . 
| HAVE ALREADY 
FASHIONED THE 
IDOL. 


PARASHURAMA ASSUMED 
HIS Own FORM. 


| TODAY, THE DAY OF 


MAKARA 4 ۱۶۱۵ 
ALISPICIOUS.! SHALL INSTALL 


THE IDOL STRAIGHTAWAY. 


... AND THUS IT WAS THAT 
THE IMAGE OF AYYAPPA, 
AS MANIKANTHAN CAME 
TO BE POPLILARLY 

KNOWN, WAS SANCTIFIED. 


| AFFL IC TED ВУ Да ИУС URABLE 
| DISEASE. 


2 22 = | ON THE SHABARI HILL. | Ри 
| HAVE SINNED.  эЭ 2 2 23 | BUT ENTER ONLY 
WILL | EVER 22 22) | AFTER CLEANSING 
ВЕ CLEANSED? ба” раша YOURSELF IN [HE 
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REMORSE , HOLY 
MOTHER. SAVE ME. 


GLOWING WITH [ТД 
HEALTH — # 1س‎ | АМ CLEANSED. 
x | THE НОСУ MOTHER | 
HAS BEEN 
MERCIFUL. 


* RIVER SAID TO BE ENLIVENED BY THE SPIRIT OF SHABARI,THE DEVOTEE OF 
LORD RAMA. 


HE RAN МР TO THE TEMPLE. 
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WHEN HE REACHED THE 
SANCTUM SANCTORUM , 
OVERCOME By EMOTION HE 
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_ Biographies іп the Ami Chitra Katha series 


Vivekananda x Lokmanya Tilak ` Bhagat Singh 

Swami Chinmayananda Mahatma Gandhi J.R.D. Tata 

Ashoka ` ca Jawaharlal Nehru Guru Gobínd Singh 
RaníofJhansi - — . Jayaprakash Narayan Rabindranath Tagore 
Subhash Chandra Bose . Kalpana Chawla ` Lal Bahadur Shastri 
Babasaheb Ambedkar Rani Durgavati Veer Savarkar 


These 32- page comic books are now available at a special online price o1 
Ks 25 (МЕР! Rs Зи at www. AmarChitraKot ha.com. Start your collection today! 
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Amar Chitra Каћа is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian mythology, 
history, folktale and legend, through the fascinating medium of comics. Over 400 titles have 
been published in ће Amar Chitra Каћа comic series that are approved by parents, appreciated 
by children and accepted by schools. 


Mythology 


501 Krishna 525 Tales of Arjuna 570 Dasharatha 

502 Hanuman 531 Karna 571 Dhruva and Ashtovakra 
510 Buddha 533 Abhimanyu 572 Ancestors о! Rama 

511 Sovitri 547 Garudo 589 Krishna and Shishupala 
512 Tales of Vishnu 565 Drona 592 Ghototkacha 

520 Tales of Магада 566 Surya 612 Urvashi 

524 Indra and Shibi 567 Indra and Shachi 663 Aniruddha 
Folktales 

507 Маја Damayanti 558 Birbal the Clever 6C7 A Bag of Gold Coins 
523 Raman of Tenali 559 Birbal the Just 621 Udayana 

543 Jataka Tales: Monkey Stories 578 Kesari the Flying Thief 625 Battle of Wils 

553 Jotaka Tales: Jackal Stories 580 Inimitable Birbal 659 Devi Choudhurani 

554 Jataka Tales: Elephant Stories 581 Raman the Matchless Wit 664 Кіпа Kusha 

555 Jatoka Toles: Deer Stories 584 Сора! the Jester 667 Bikal the Terrible 

557 Birbal the Witty 587 Birbal the Genius 713 The Fool's Disciples 


History 
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Ж 508 Chonokya 606 Roni Durgavati 685 Chand Bibi 

WD 536 Ashoke 627 Harsha 701 Noor Jahan 
563 Rana Pratap 630 Rana Sanga 704 Jallianwala Bagh 
568 Vikramaditya 632 Vidyasagar 722 Megasthenes 
579 Madhvacharya 648 Samudra Gupta 723 Jnaneshwar 
603 Akbar 676 Копа Kumbho 725 Sultana Rozio 
604 Prithviraj Chauhan 682 Топој 734 Bando Bohadur 


Biography 


517 Vivekanonda 564 Shivaji 647 Lal Bahadur Shastri 
535 Mirabai 608 Bhagat Singh 650 Mahatma Gandhi 

539 Кап! of Jhansi 611 Babasaheb Ambedkar 678 Veer Savarkar 

544 Subhas Chandra Bose 613 Soordas 679 Swami Pranavananda 
548 Rabindranath Tagore 631 Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 693 Jayaprakash Narayan 
551 Tulsidas 636 Krishnadeva Raya 700 Jawaharlal Nehru 

563 Rana Pratap 645 Lokamanya Tilak 732 Swami Chinmoyananda 


Visit www.AmarChitraKatha.com for details on how to order these titles online. 
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Illustrated Classics From India 


Ayyappan 
The Legend of Shabari Malai 


А strange and fascinating series of divine events led to the birth of Manikanthan. 


Manikanthan had a glorious destiny. At the end of a life full of dramatic events, Lord Parashurama himself 
sculpted and installed an idol of him in the hill temple of Shabari. There, as Lord Ayyappan, he is worshipped 
as the presiding deity of the entire hill range. 


This lone temple on the top of the Shabari hills, deep in the forests of Kerala, attracts millions of devotees 
from all over the country every year. They travel through dense forests full of wild animals, over steep hills 
and in inclement weather to obtain his 'darshan' (a glimpse) on Makara Sankranthi day (which falls on 14th 
January each year). It is said that the Lord comes down to the Shabari Hills on Makara Sankranti in the form 
of light to give ‘darshan’ to his innumerable devotees and himself lights the temple lamp. Then in a moving 
and beautiful ritual the pilgrims partake of the 'prasad' and walk backwards down the eighteen steps, their 
faces turned towards the Lord, shining with devotion and ecstasy. 


Editor: Anant Pai 
Script: Shyamala Mahadevan Illustrations: M. Mohandas Cover: C.M. Vitankar 


Related Titles 
Tales of Shiva • Ganesha * Shiva Parvati 
Kartikkeya • Sati and Shiva • Sons of Shiva 


ISBN 81-7508-198-8 
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